Clinical Shadow - Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDA)



Non-Disclosure agreement for [Organisation/department name]
This Non-Disclosure Agreement ("Agreement") is entered into on DD/MM/YYYY by and between:
Clinician: [Clinician's Full Name], practicing at [Clinic Address],
and
Observer: [Observer's Full Name], residing at [Observer's Address].
Purpose:
The Observer has requested to shadow the Clinician for educational or professional development purposes. During this period, the Observer may be exposed to confidential information, including but not limited to patient data, clinical procedures, and proprietary practices.
1. Confidential Information
For the purposes of this Agreement, "Confidential Information" includes all patient-related information (whether oral, written, or electronic), clinical notes, medical records, treatment plans, and any other sensitive or proprietary information observed or disclosed during the shadowing period, including that of [Organisation/department].
2. Obligations of the Observer
The Observer agrees to:
· Maintain the confidentiality of all Confidential Information.
· Not disclose, share, or reproduce any Confidential Information in any form.
· Not take notes, photographs, or recordings unless explicitly authorised in writing by the clinician and the OH organisation/department.
· Comply with all applicable laws and regulations, including the Data Protection Act 2018 and the UK GDPR.
· Immediately notify the clinician of any breach or suspected breach of this Agreement.
3. Duration
This Agreement shall remain in effect during the shadowing period and shall continue indefinitely with respect to any Confidential Information obtained.
4. No Patient Interaction
The observer shall not engage with patients directly unless explicitly permitted by the clinician and the healthcare institution, and only under appropriate supervision.
5. Return of Materials
Any materials provided to the observer must be returned or securely destroyed at the end of the shadowing period.
6. No License
Nothing in this agreement shall be construed as granting any rights to the observer under any intellectual property or confidentiality rights of the Clinician or the healthcare institution.
7. Governing Law
This agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of England and Wales.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement as of the date first written above.

Clinician Signature: ___________________________
Name:
Date:


Observer Signature: ___________________________
Name:
Date:

See below Annex 1, 2 & 3 




Annex 1 – General Notes
Protection of Patient/Worker Confidentiality
Under UK law, particularly the Data Protection Act 2018 and UK GDPR, patient data is considered sensitive personal data. An NDA helps us to ensure that the observer:
· Does not disclose any identifiable patient information.
· Understands their legal obligation to maintain confidentiality.
· Is aware that breaches could result in legal action or regulatory penalties 

2. Legal Enforceability
This NDA is a legally binding contract. If the observer breaches the agreement:
· The clinician or healthcare organisation can pursue legal remedies, including damages or injunctive relief.
· The observer may face reputational damage or professional consequences, especially if they are part of a regulated profession 

3. Compliance with Healthcare Regulations
This NDA must not conflict with clinical governance or patient consent protocols and consent from the patient must be gained in order for the observer to be present.

4. Ethical Considerations
This NDA respects ethical standards:
· Observers should be briefed on professional boundaries by the clinician being shadowed.
· Patients should be informed and, where appropriate, give consent to being observed.
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